
 

Who is covered by and must follow HIPAA? 

The HIPAA Privacy Rule applies to organizations that are 
considered HIPAA-covered entities.  

According to HIPAA, if you belong to the category of “covered 
entities” and you handle Protected Health Information (PHI), you and 
your business are required to be HIPAA-compliant. 

What is a Covered Entity? 

Covered entities under HIPAA are individuals or organizations that 
transmit Protected Health Information (PHI) for transactions for 
which the Department of Health and Human Services has adopted 
standards. 

• Employers who handle PHI when they enroll employees in 
health plans. 

 


